Spanish Curriculum Rationale 2026-2027

At St Wilfrid’s Primary School, all pupils learn the language of Spanish, which is the second most spoken language in the world. In line with the school’s philosophy around global citizenship, language learning will
broaden theirhorizons, encourage them to step beyond cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeingthe world. To support early language development, the school follows the KAPOW programme from Y3 to

Y6.
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INTENT

Our Spanishscheme of work aims to inspire pupils to
become curious, confidentand enthusiasticlanguage
learners with a broad understanding of the Spanish
language and culture. Weaim forthemto think and
communicate like linguists. The intention is for pupils to
develop theskills to listen, speak, read and writein
Spanish, while building the confidence to express
themselves and explore new ways of thinking through
languagelearning.

By the time pupils leavethe school, they will be
confident in speaking, listening, reading, and writingin
Spanishata basiclevel, having developed both
linguistic skills and a positive attitude towards
languagelearning. The approachensures pupils
acquireaccurate pronunciation and a strong Spanish
accent, whilegainingthe ability tounderstand and
process whole sentences in meaningful contexts.
Through engaging, interactivelessons, they also
develop an appreciation of Spanish-speaking cultures,
broadeningtheir global awareness and fostering
curiosity. Overall, they will be well prepared for
continued languagestudy atKey Stages 3 and 4, with
the confidence, motivation, and enjoyment needed to
succeed

The Kapow Primary Spanish schemeis structured
around a spiral curriculum, ensuringthatlearningis
carefully sequenced and progressively builtupon from
Year 3 to Year 6. Each unitrevisits key vocabulary,
grammar, and languagestructures in new contexts,
enabling pupils to consolidate prior learning while
extending their knowledge andskills over time.

Units are organised around engagingtopics and
themes that provide meaningful contexts for
communication.New content is introduced gradually,
with opportunities for repetition, reinforcement, and
retrieval woven throughout. This consistentrevisiting
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IMPLEMENTATION

From Year 3 to Year 6, children aretaught a unitof
Spanish onceper term. Each unitis based around a
topicand is carefully designed to build on prior
knowledge and skills, ensuringclear progression across
the year groups. Lessons are interactiveand pupil-
centred, encouraginglearners to actively useSpanish
through speaking, listening, reading, and writing
activities. Engagingtasks such as songs, role-play,
games, and storytellingenable pupils tointernalise
new vocabularyand grammatical structures naturally
and enjoyably, helping them develop confidence,
curiosity, and enthusiasmfor languagelearning.

Teachers use Kapow’s expert-designed materials to
ensure consistency,accuracy,and depth inlanguage
instruction. The platform’s video tutorials, model
pronunciation clips, and subject knowledge guides
empower teachers to deliver lessons confidently, even
ifthey are not language specialists. This approach
ensures that pupils receiveaccurate pronunciation,
authentic exposure to Spanish,and opportunities for
meaningful communication.

Pupils areencouraged to develop confidence and
understanding through regular discussionand
interaction. Lessons areactive and pupil-centred,
providing frequent opportunities to speak, listen, read,
andrespond in meaningful contexts. Activities such as
songs, games, storytelling,and role-play promote
natural communication and reinforce key vocabulary
and grammar. Cultural elements within each unit spark
discussion and deepen pupils’appreciation of Spanish-
speakingcommunities and global diversity
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The approachto assessmentis less formal thanin other
subjectdisciplines. Our priorityis to foster pupils’
enjoyment, confidence, and curiosityinlanguage
learning. Assessmentis therefore formative, ongoing
andintegrated naturallyintoteachingandlearning
activities.

There is no published data for Spanish atprimary
school. The school tracks foundation subjects very
broadlyto ensure that pupils are working within the
curriculum expectations for their year group. Thisis
reported to parents withinthe end of year report.

Each unitprovides a balanced range of speaking,
listening, reading, and writingactivities, ensuringthat
pupils develop confidenceand competence across all
four key language skills. Lessons are carefully
structured to build these skills progressively starting
with oral and listeningtasks to supportcomprehension
and pronunciation, before moving into readingand
simplewritten activities. This integrated approach
helps pupils make meaningful connections between
spoken and written Spanish, supporting both
communication and understanding.
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supports long-term retention and develops pupils’
confidence and fluency.

Learning a languagecanincreasea person’s earning
potential by 10-15%. Ourschool’s Spanish curriculum
is designed to ensure all pupils keep pace with the
programme, with scaffoldingand supportbuiltinto
lessons sothatno childfalls behind. Interactive, visual,
and practical activities, alongside the psycholinguistic
approachto languagelearning, ensurethatall pupils
canengage confidentlyand succeed. Cultural elements
broaden horizons and develop curiosity, empathy, and
aspiration, helping disadvantaged pupilsaccess
opportunities they might otherwise miss. This inclusive
approach ensures that every child can develop
communicationskills, confidence,and a lifelong
interestinlanguages.

Sheffield is one of the most culturally diversecities in
England, with over 120 languages spoken. Within our
school, we have bilingual pupilsand pupils with
English as anadditionallanguage (EAL).

For some lower-attaining pupils, developinglanguage
skills in Englishisa key focus, and the study of Spanish
supports this by enhancingtheir awareness of
etymology, vocabulary patterns, and grammatical
structures. Learning a modern foreign languagealso
strengthens communication skills, confidence, and
cognitive development for all pupils, regardless of
prior attainment or language background.
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Knowing More and
Remembering More

Teacher Assessment

The Kapow Primary Spanish schemeis designed to help
pupils know more and remember more through a
carefully structured, spiral curriculum. Key vocabulary,
phrases,and grammatical structures arerevisited and
extended across units and year groups, supporting
long-term retention and building confidence.

Formative assessmentis anintegral partofour
curriculum, enabling teachers to monitor pupils’
understanding and progress continuously. Assessment
is conducted through observation, questioning,and
interactiveactivities such as pair work, role-play,
games, and songs, allowingteachers to gauge
comprehension across listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. This ongoing approach ensures that all pupils
receive appropriatesupport, develop confidence, and
make consistent progress inacquiringtheSpanish
language.

The Spanish subjectleader carries out pupil voice
sessions each term with children acrossall year groups
to gather feedback on their learningin Spanish.These
sessions help to identify what pupils enjoy, the
challenges they face, and the progress they feel they
are making. Insights gained from pupil voiceinform
teachingapproaches,lesson planning,and curriculum
development, ensuringthat the Spanish programme
meets the needs and interests of all learners.

Links / References

www.kapowprimary.com




